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Wordcorr overview 


Comparative linguistics looks at vocabulary items from two or more 
speech varieties that might have a common origin and attempts to explain 
how their differences developed. 


For example, the word for “cat” is pronounced gato in Spanish, gatu in 
Portuguese, gat in Catalan of eastern Spain, and gat in Occitan of southern 
France. (The forms given here represent the pronunciation, not the 
traditional spelling.) It's easy to see that the four forms might have a 
common origin. 


It's also easy to guess that the ancestral word behind this entry may well 
have contained the sounds g-a-t. But to decide whether the original had a 
vowel at the end and Catalan (let's just call it C) and Occitan (O) lost it, or 
whether there was no vowel at the end and S and P developed one, we need 
much more data. And if S and P did inherit an earlier vowel in common, 
was it o or u? Or something else? 


Word list entry and its Correspondence sets 

‘cat’ S P C O 
S gato 8 8 8 8 
Pp gatu a a a a 
C gat t t t t 


Clearly it takes a lot more than a single set of words for “cat” to give 
evidence for the history of those speech varieties; but it is a start. When we 
get to comparing much beyond four varieties, it's easy to get lost, especially 
if you're making the comparison the traditional way using file slips. That's 
where the computer program called Wordcorr comes into the picture. 


In a nutshell, Wordcorr lets you put together a collection of data from as 
many speech varieties (like Spanish and Portuguese) as you are 
investigating. You can start with just one entry like "cat," and build up to 
two or three hundred vocabulary items and many more. Once the data are 
in, Wordcorr walks you through the many decisions you have to make about 
what the data actually show. As you work, it organizes and reorganizes the 
results of those judgments. That's how you put the whole picture together. 
With Wordcorr, it takes much less time than if you tried to do everything by 
hand. 


--Here's a self test to assure you that you're on the right track. We don't keep 
any record of your answer, because you know perfectly well what to do 
with the results. Try it: 

Exercise: A typical Wordcorr collection is likely to contain ... more speech 
varieties than entries That would imply very short word lists. more entries 
than speech varieties That's correct. about the same Typical collections 
would be much larger than that. We mentioned four or more of one, 200 to 
over 300 for the other. A collection consists of a manageable number of 
speech varieties, rarely more than a few dozen, and entries for all the data 
you have available. 


Set up Wordcorr 


Install Wordcorr. Wordcorr is free. Wordcorr runs on any Windows system 
from Windows 98 on. (We're working on Macintosh and Linux versions, 
but they're not ready yet.) Choose the type of download Wordcorr you need, 
and follow the instructions. Then come back to this page for information on 
how to run Wordcorr. 


e First-time installation on Windows 
¢ Upgrade an earlier version already installed on Windows 


Run Wordcorr. Once you have Windows on your computer, you can start 
it up any time. You can have the installer program put a Wordcorr icon on 
your desktop or one your task bar near the Start button. Or you can reach it 
through the Start button itself. 


Set up your Wordcorr identifiers. Once Wordcorr is running, it needs a 
small amount of public information about you before you can start to 
actually do anything linguistic. Click here to find out about user metadata. 


First-time installation 


You have a laptop or desktop computer that uses the Windows operating 
system, any one from Windows 98 to NT to 2000 to XP. If you're reading 
this, you must know how to start your computer already. And if you're 
reading this, you must know how to connect to the Internet. 


If you have never installed Wordcorr on this computer, you're on the right 
page to do a first-time installation. If there is already a copy of Wordcorr on 
this computer, you should go to the Upgrade page to install the current 
version. Or if you bring up the version of Wordcorr that's already there, 
click on the Help menu item and the About Wordcorr item, and it tells you 
that it is Version 2.0.0, then you don't need to do anything. 


What kind of Internet connection are you using? Wordcorr is a fair sized 
program, 20.1 megabytes. It can take a long time to download if all you 
have is a dial-up telephone connection through a modem, more than 48 
minutes at the fastest phone modem speed, and over 3 hours at the slowest. 


If you have any way of connecting to the Internet through a broadband 
connection, use that for the installation. Once Wordcorr is installed, 
however, you can use it without broadband. Broadband connections come 
through cable television companies, a DSL link provided by your telephone 
company, or a direct arrangement often found in universities and corporate 
offices. Internet cafes sometimes don't have broadband; many Starbucks 
and Borders, airports and shopping malls, do. 


Note:If you can't work out a broadband arrangement, find someone who 
has one. Ask them to download Wordcorr for you, but instead of installing 
it on their computer, transfer it to a CD-ROM so that you can install it from 
there. (If you can't read a CD-ROM, your computer's capacity may be too 
small to handle the 20.1 megabytes that make up Wordcorr; maybe it's time 
to change computers.) 


When you click on Download at the very end of this module, it takes you to 
the place on the Internet where you can always find the latest version of the 
program: a Web site called SourceForge.net that is the distribution point for 
millions of downloads. SourceForge confirms that you are downloading 
Release 2.0.0 for initial installation, and shows you a list of mirror Web 
sites around the world that you can download from. Pick one reasonably 
near you and click on the "Download" link to its right. 


A "File Download" box will come up and ask if you want to open the file 
being downloaded, or save it. Choose "Open". 


Note: If someone else is downloading for you, tell them to choose "Save". 
That will put the file on their disk, where they can put it on a CD-ROM for 
you. To load it from a CD-ROM, bring up the directory that contains 
wordcorr-2-0-0-install.exe and double click on the file name. 


From that point on, you're in familiar territory. The downloaded file 
contains an installer, which offers to put Wordcorr in C:\Program 
Files\Wordcorr for you. Accept the offer, and any others that it makes. It 
also puts some files with internal configuration information in a special 
folder, and sets up a copy of the Java Runtime Environment where it knows 
how to find it -- behind the scenes modules that you don't need to worry 
about. 


Got all that? Good! Now here goes: Download 


Upgrading Wordcorr 


You have a laptop or desktop computer that uses the Windows operating 
system, any one from Windows 98 to NT to 2000 to XP. You already have 
Wordcorr installed on your computer, but now it is time to upgrade it to a 
new release. (If you don't have Wordcorr installed, click here to find out 
how to install it the first time.) 


Make sure you have current backup files exported for every collection that 
is already in Wordcorr on your computer. Then go ahead with the upgrade. 


The current Wordcorr upgrade (2.0.0) applies to any Wordcorr release 1.3.7 
or after. 


Note:For earlier releases, the internal database structure is a little different. 
Make sure you have all your collections backed up. Then do Start, Search, 
Files and Folders, and search for ".wordcorr" (that's DOTwordcorr, and 
leave off the quotation marks). Click on that folder to open it, and delete 
the files in it, but don't delete the folder. Then when you finish the upgrade, 
Wordcorr will recreate its internal database in the correct form. For 
releases 1.3.7 or later, you don't need to clear the .wordcorr folder. 


What kind of Internet connection are you using? The Wordcorr upgrade is 
7.1 megabytes, smaller than the full installation. It can still take a long time 
to download if all you have is a dial-up telephone connection through a 
modem. 


If you have any way of connecting to the Internet through a broadband 
connection, use that for the upgrade. Once Wordcorr is upgraded, however, 
you can use it without broadband. Broadband connections come through 
cable television companies, a DSL link provided by your telephone 
company, or a direct arrangement often found in universities and corporate 
offices. Internet cafes don't usually have broadband. 


Note:If you can't work out a broadband arrangement, find someone who 
has one. Ask them to download the Wordcorr upgrade for you, but instead 
of installing it on their computer, transfer it to a CD-ROM so that you can 
install it from there. (If you can't read a CD-ROM, your computer's 
capacity may be too small to handle Wordcorr; maybe it's time to change 
computers. ) 


When you click on Download at the very end of this module, it takes you to 
the place on the Internet where you can always find the latest version of the 
upgrade. It's a Web site called SourceForge.net that is the distribution point 
for millions of downloads. SourceForge confirms that you are downloading 
Release 2.0.0 for upgrade, and shows you a list of mirror Web sites around 
the world that you can download from. Pick one reasonably near you and 
click on the "Download" link to its right. 


A "File Download" box will come up and ask if you want to open the file 
being downloaded, or save it. Choose "Open". 


Note:If someone else is downloading for you, tell them to choose "Save". 
That will put the file on their disk, where they can put it on a CD-ROM for 
you. To load it from a CD-ROM, bring up the directory that contains 
wordcorr-2-0-0-upgrade.exe and double click on the file name. 


From that point on, you're on familiar territory. The file contains an 
installer, which offers to put Wordcorr in C:\Program Files\Wordcorr for 
you. Accept the offer, and any others that it makes. It also puts some files 
with internal configuration information in the special .wordcorr folder if 
you have deleted the ones that were there. It does not set up a new copy of 
the Java Runtime Environment, because it knows how to find the one you 
already have. 


Got all that? Good! Now here goes: Download 


Information about you 


After you install Wordcorr, it needs a small amount of information about 
you. This is the same kind of public information that you would include 
with an article published in, say, Language. Wordcorr will attach this to 
your data collections automatically. Here is what Wordcorr asks for on its 
User panel: 


User 


Your unique ID * —__—————————— 
Family names for sorting * frimes © 
Given name and initials * fosephE. 
Your email * foe_grimes@silorg 


Your institutional affiliation(s) * BIL Internationa 
niversity of Hawai ‘i at Manoa 


User information from Wordcorr's New 
User panel. 


1. A short personal identifier, 1 to 3 capital letters such as your initials 
(like JG). When we start registering people who use Wordcorr, by 
means of the Internet, wordcorr.org will accept only identifiers that 
aren't already registered to someone else; so at that time you might 
have to change. 

. Your long term email address 

3. Your first and last names -- given name(s) and family name(s) 

separated, to facilitate alphabetizing 

4. Your institutional affiliation. If you have more than one, put each one 

on a Separate line. 


N 


You enter this obligatory information only once: when Wordcorr first comes 
up on the screen. From then on you have to worry only about making 
changes (like a new email address) when they come up. Click the File 
menu, choose New User, and fill in the blanks. 


Once the information about you is filled in, you can start to create or import 
a Wordcorr collection. 


